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Palladio USA

CPSA helps bring Palladian drawings
to milestone exhibition at Morgan Library

The Center for Palladian Studies in
America, Inc. (CPSA) has joined with
the Royal Institute for British Archi-
tects (RIBA) to bring to the Morgan
Library in New York next year one of
the most important Palladian exhibi-
tions in the United States in the last
quarter century.

Palladio USA: The Drawings and
the Journey will open April 2, 2010,
in the Morgan's Engelhard Gallery and
continue through July 31.

Palladio's drawings. The exhibi-
tion will follow the journey of Palla-
dio's concepts of proportion, harmony,
scale and beauty from the Veneto to
England and then to America. It will
be built around three major elements.

The first element will be a mag-
nificent selection of 31 original draw-
ings by Palladio himself, chosen from
RIBA's archival collection by Dr.
Irena Murray, RIBA Director of Li-
braries, and Charles Hind, its Curator
of Drawings. These drawings have
seldom been exhibited in modern

Plan Now for Coming Events

2009
O Nov. 13 Palladian Session
VCU Architectural Symposium
Richmond, Virginia
co-sponsored by CPSA

2010

O Apr. 2-July 31 ‘Palladio USA' Exhibition
Morgan Library, New York City
co-sponsored by CPSA

Palladio in New York tour
sponsored by CPSA

Palladian tour
Veneto region, ltaly
sponsored by Drayton Hall in cooperation with CPSA

O Apr. (date TBA)

O Sept. 16-23

times, and they have never been seen
in America. Several were specifically
used by Palladio for illustrations in his
landmark Four Books on Architecture
(Venice, 1570).

A second element of the exhibition
will be 20 exquisite plaster models of
original Palladian structures and later
Palladio-inspired buildings in England
and America. The models will be the
work of famed English architectural
modeler Timothy Richards. The third
element, curated by Calder Loth, will
focus on the adaptation of Palladio's
architectural concepts and motifs in
America.

CPSA is pleased to play arole in
helping Americans understand how
Andrea Palladio changed the way
their world looks today.

CPSA New York event. To
celebrate Palladio USA, CPSA will
host a special CPSA visit to the
exhibition for its members in April
2010, together with a related tour of
historic Palladian houses in the New
York area. Complete program
information will be mailed to CPSA
members when plans are finalized.

VCU Symposium. Another event
on the Palladian calendar is the annual
Virginia Commonwealth University
Architectural Symposium, co-
sponsored by CPSA and directed by
CPSA board member Dr. Charles E.
Brownell. The event will be held at
the Virginia Historical Society in
Richmond, Virginia, on November 13,
2009.

For information, phone 804/828-
2784 or email cculbreth@vcu.edu.



Mysterious early watercolor

New discoveries unveil Drayton Hall
as a precocious Palladian masterpiece
By Matthew Webster

A succession of discoveries is shedding new light on
Drayton Hall, near Charleston, South Carolina, one of the earliest
and most acclaimed Palladian houses in America. FIG. 1.

The presence of flanking outbuildings connected to the main
structure by curving hyphens has been confirmed by archeologi-
cal studies on the site, and the possible overall appearance of the
complex has surfaced in an unsigned 1765 watercolor. Mean-
while, archival research has shown that the Drayton family pos-
sessed a remarkably sophisticated library of architectural pattern-
books published prior to construction of the building, including
Isaac Ware's 1738 edition of The Four Books of Andrea

Palladio's Architecture.

The Drayton family arrived in Charleston in the late 1600s, settling along
the Ashley River at Magnolia Plantation. As the third son of Thomas and Ann
Drayton, John Drayton (1715-1779) held little hope of inheriting the family
seat at Magnolia, so in 1738 he purchased 350 acres immediately to the south
of his family home. Architectural and archival evidence indicates that John
started building Drayton Hall on the property between 1738 and 1742.

With classical motifs and interiors influenced by designers such as Inigo
Jones, James Gibbs, Batty Langley, and William Kent, the house was meant
not only to show status, but also to reflect the Georgian Palladian aesthetic
then prevailing in English architecture. The details at Drayton Hall
acknowledge that style, while also demonstrating a clear understanding of
proper use of the constituent elements. The placement of details is purposeful
in relating each space to the next, creating a uniform and balanced perspective
through order, literally and in the sense of the classical Orders.

FiG. 1. Drayton Hall, buiit by John Drayton on the banks of the Ashley River near
Charleston, South Carolina, ¢. 1738-1742, is one of the earliest Palladian houses in
America.
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Drayton Hall remained in Drayton hands for
seven generations and 234 years, finally being
acquired in 1974 by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation. The Drayton family were remarkable
stewards, with only minor changes to the central
structure, mostly associated with maintenance. No
plumbing or electricity was installed during the
Drayton ownership and some walls still had the
original 1738-1745 paint as their surface finish.
Using the rich history and evidence so carefully
preserved by the family and the National Trust,
research over the last five years has led to major
discoveries and a greater understanding of the site.

On the land fagade, the double portico with
stacked columns is the most obvious example of
the influence of Andrea Palladio, showing one of
his most famous architectural elements. The motif
is similar to that of Palladio's Villa Cornaro,
illustrated in his Four Books of Architecture, bk. 2,
chap. 14. At Drayton Hall the double portico uses
Doric columns on the lower floor and Ionic on the
upper, creating structural stability while following
the hierarchy of the classical Orders.

Drayton Hall's double portico is partially
recessed into the core of the house, but also
projects from it, creating a room-like space which
is both interior and exterior, with an unfettered
connection to the beauty of the natural world.
Although without porticos or columns, the river
front fagade echos the land fa¢ade and the
hierarchy of the Orders with a Doric door surround
on the lower floor and Ionic window surrounds on
the upper.

Furthering an understanding of the overall
Drayton Hall complex is a photocopy of a
previously unknown watercolor dated 1765 (FIG.
2). The photocopy arrived at Drayton Hall in the
mail in 2007 from an anonymous sender. The
watercolor supported ongoing research into
missing architectural elements and prompted an
archaeological investigation of the hyphens which
connected two flanking buildings to the house.
The earlier presence of some form of hyphen
structure had been known for some time, but the
watercolor shows a much more complex
arrangement than was previously thought to exist.
Where archaeologists had first thought that the
connection was only a low brick wall topped with a
wrought iron fence, the watercolor showed a
colonnade. Drayton Hall's Director of Preserva-
tion, Carter Hudgins, and Archaeologist Sara
Stroud are currently investigating evidence of the
hyphen arrangement. The foundation for a hyphen
wall and stairs leading from the flanker has already
been revealed by the excavation. The design as
now understood continues to fall into the Palladian
aesthetic, creating a five-part plan composed of the
flanking buildings, hyphens, and house. Nonethe-
less, a dramatically revised conception of the

original structure has emerged.
Continued on page 3
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