

















Palladio's ambassador to the world

CPSA mourns loss of its founder and
guiding spirit Mario di Valmarana

Mario di Valmarana of Charlottesville, Virginia, and
Venice, Italy, a talented architect, outstanding educator,
leader in historic preservation and devoted father and
husband, died October 13, 2010, at his home in Venice.

His distinguished 52-year career was remarkable for its
breadth. It encompassed 14 years of professional practice with
architectural firms in New York City and Washington, D.C. on a
wide range of urban projects. He taught for 28 years in the
School of Architecture at the University of Virginia, where he
served as Director of the Historic Preservation Program and
founded the School’s first international study programs, in
Vicenza and Venice. They remain an essential part of the
curriculum. He also authored a number of influential works on
the theory and ethics of historic preservation that redefined and
expanded the scope of the field and the values informing its
practice.

Mario was born August 16, 1929, in Venice, Italy, son of
Andrea and Marina di Valmarana. One of seven siblings, he
remained close to his family and was a friend and mentor to his
nieces and nephews throughout his life. He grew up surrounded
by the architectural treasures of Venice and the Veneto region,
spending his summers at the family home, Andrea Palladio’s
Villa Almerico-Capra in Vicenza, known as La Rotonda, which
awakened an early interest in architecture.

A gifted student of sculpture, music, and drawing, Mario was
drawn to architecture as a synthesis of the arts.

Mario di Valmarana in April 2010 at a banquet in New York hosted by the Center for
Palladian Studies in America, Inc., and the University of Virginia to honor his many
years of service in their programs and to Palladianism in America.

After earning his architecture degree from the Istituto
Universitario di Architettura in Venice in 1955, he moved

the following year to New York City, where he practiced
architecture and attended graduate courses in Columbia
University’s School of Architecture. There he studied with the
renowned Palladian scholar Rudolf Wittkower, and developed a
firm belief in the relevance of architectural history for the design
work of the present which he retained throughout his career.

Mario was foremost a contemporary architect, who advocated
an architecture enriched by the design principles of the great
works of the past as opposed to stylistic revivals. In 1963 he
married Betty Baker Supplee in Philadelphia. During the 1960s
he practiced architecture as an associate in a variety of firms,
including Alfred E. Poor, Architects, New York; Giuliani
Associates Architects, Washington, D.C., and Corning, Moore,
Elmore & Fischer, Washington, D.C. He was particularly fond
of his involvement in the McGraw-Hill offices in Hightstown,
N.J., the Watergate Complex in Washington, D.C., and the TWA
Terminal at National Airport, each of which received numerous
awards.

In 1972 Mario was recruited to teach in the University of
Virginia’s School of Architecture, which remained his academic
home until his retirement in 2000. He was a legendary professor
who combined a profound grasp of the history of architecture,
studio instruction, and historic preservation with an enthusiasm,
eloquence, and sense of humor that were contagious for all who
were privileged to work with him. His knowledge of architecture
was so vast that to experience buildings and landscapes through
his eyes was to enter upon an entirely different level of
appreciation and understanding. He was a mentor to a generation
of students, many of whom he welcomed into his home and
family and who remained lifelong friends. Upon his retirement
he was honored by establishment of the Mario di Valmarana
Professorship in the School of Architecture.

A strong advocate for historic preservation, both nationally
and internationally, he served as a Trustee of the Frank Lloyd
Wright Building Conservancy and chaired its Advisory
Committee for the restoration of Wright’s most important
residential commission, Fallingwater. He also supervised the
restoration of Villa Almerico-Capra 'La Rotonda.' He further
served the cause of historic preservation through leadership roles
in many preservation organizations.

His enthusiasm for the influence of the great Renaissance
architect Andrea Palladio led him and others to found in 1979
the Center for Palladian Studies in America, Inc., to sponsor
historical studies of Palladian architecture and its American
legacy. The Italian government granted him a knighthood for his
efforts to establish and promote cultural links between Italy and
the United States.

Mario will be remembered for his love of family and friends,
his generosity and boundless energy, and his grace, kindness,
and eloquence. He loved life’s beauty and bounty, whether in the
form of good wine, delicious food, rare books, fine art, or
outstanding architecture. He imparted that spirit to those who
knew him, and they have never forgotten it. He was a deeply
cultivated man.

This celebration of the life of Mario di Valmarana was prepared by his
Jriends and family.
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Calder Loth joins CPSA board

Palladian scholar Calder Loth was
elected to the board of directors of the
Center for Palladian Studies in America,
Inc., in December 2010.

Loth, who is Senior Architectural
Historian of the Virginia Department of
Historic Resources, curated the American
portion of 'Palladio and his Legacy,' the
acclaimed exhibition presented by the
Royal Institute of British Architects in
New York and other cities. He is author
and co-author of numerous publications,
including The Making of Virginia Arch-
itecture (1992). His latest article begins
at page 4 in this issue of Palladiana.

THE CENTER FOR PALLADIAN STUDIES in America, Inc.,
is a non-profit national membership organization
founded in 1979 to research and promote under-
standing of Renaissance architect Andrea Palladio
and his influence in the United States.

In furtherance of its goals, the Center organizes
symposia, lectures, and study tours on Palladian
subjects, publishes books and periodicals, sponsors
exhibitions, and makes grants to scholars and

others.
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New Developments at Battersea

The Battersea Foundation is working
to raise $300,000 to acquire and conserve
Battersea, the historic (1766-1768) Palla-
dian residence in Petersburg, Va. CPSA's
efforts in support of the endangered
property, which is now owned by the local
government, have been reported in earlier
issues of Palladiana.

Exhibition

The University of Virginia Art Museum
will present "Variety, Archeology and
Ornament,' Aug. 26-Dec. 18, 2010, exam-
ining the role of ornament and single-leaf
architectural prints in development of the

concept of the five orders of architecture
between 1515-1550.

CPSA has served American Palladianism for more than 30 years

The Center for Palladian Studies in America, Inc., provides its members a
vehicle for appreciating and learning more about Palladio and the architecture

inspired by his work.

A diverse program addresses members at all levels of knowledge and interest.

» Journal

» Symposia

» Weekend tours
» Exhibitions

» Travel abroad
» Books
» Grants

» Educational website

Learn more at www.palladiancenter.org.
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and membership renewal

Individual, $30 (students, $15); Family, $50; Patron, $100........... $
NAME:
ADDRESS:
STATE: Zip CODE:
EmaIL

Mail this form (or a copy) with your check to:
Center for Palladian Studies in America, Inc.
virginia Center for Architecture
2501 Monument Avenue, Richmond, VA 23220
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